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THE DIRT ON THE TAHOKA LANDFILL:

It’s so easy to win $100; just listen to this! There will be three hidden Oller Engineering globes (        ) in each issue of The Pipeline. 

Everyone is encouraged to find all three, and each person who emails us before August 31st with the correct locations will be put into a 

drawing. Oller Engineering will draw 3 names from the entrants, and those 3 people will receive $100 in CASH. So what are you waiting for? 

Email Abby Standefer with your answers at abby@oeihq.com to enter. Good luck!

$100 IS COMING YOUR WAY

At the end of the day, the trash gets carried to the dumpster by 
that lucky person in your household who is in charge of that chore. 
But after it gets taken away, what becomes of it? Have you ever 

thought about it? 

Americans generate, on average, 
four pounds of trash per day 

per person. That’s 600,000 
tons a day or 210 million 
tons a year and almost 
twice as much as any 
other major country. Some 
gets recycled or burned, 
but the majority is buried 

in landfills. 

The city of Tahoka is fortunate 
enough a landfill engineered by 

Oller Engineering. That means that they 
have a carefully designed structure to bury 

their trash so that it remains safely isolated from groundwater, stays 
dry and won’t come in contact with the air. This landfill can handle 
municipal waste, stabilized wastewater sludge, non-hazardous 
materials, non-regulated asbestos waste and construction/demoli-
tion debris like asphalt shingles, concrete, wood, metal, brush/limbs, 
quartered tires and other similar products.

Opened in March 2007, Tahoka started this project in 2001 when 
they procured over $1 million in bonds to engineer, permit and 
cover the initial construction of the landfill components. These 
components include three waste cells for wet weather access, 
typical municipal trash, a specific cell for demolition and construc-
tion debris, an entry gate house with scales, perimeter fencing and 

access roads, internal roads, a gas monitoring system and drainage 
improvements.

Tahoka’s landfill is the only one located in Lynn County, and with its 
opening, the city estimated that it would save approximately $50,000 
- $75,000 each year in solid waste hauling and disposal fees. The 
design is a typical ‘trench’ or ‘cell’ facility, and all waste will be 
disposed of below the natural ground elevation. 

Prior to the construction of the Oller landfill, Tahoka had a Type I 
landfill located less than a mile from the current site that operated 
from 1977 to 1994. In 1993, Subtitle D required all landfills to install 
a liner system into all new cells and install groundwater monitoring 
efforts as part of the permit stipulations. Tahoka could not financial-
ly support such measures, as was common to many smaller sites, 
and made the decision to close the landfill.

continued on page 3 The Tahoka Landfill provides the 
city with a clean, environ-

mentally-sound 
place to dis-

pose and 
monitor 

waste.



April 21, 2007 was a dark night for the residents of Tulia, Texas, as 
a violent tornado wreaked havoc through the west side of town 
along Highway 87. A severe storm system had moved into the High 
Plains on Saturday, with tornado watches being issued as far north 
as the Dakotas, and dozens of tornados being reported by the end 
of the weekend.

Thankfully there were only a few in Tulia who reported injuries, but 
with extensive damage to over 20 businesses, hundreds of people 
without power, the loss of homes, transportation and morale, how 
does a town pick up the pieces?

Relief and rebuilding efforts mobilized from all across the South 
Plains to help out - among those was 

Oller Engineering.

Vice president of operations 
for Oller, Abby Standefer, 
explained. “In the days 

immediately following the tornado, OEI delivered food, water and 
supplies for the many volunteers that were assisting in the clean 
up effort.”

 She goes on to detail how Oller stood ready to reconstruct any im-
pairment to the existing Tulia lift station and to assess the damage 
around the town and to help out wherever necessary. Beyond the 
fundamental task of supplying basic necessities to an injured com-
munity, Oller Engineering, headed by president Rich Oller, donated 
engineering expertise by evaluating the structural detriment to 
homes and businesses. He then offered advice on whether or not a 
building’s integrity had remained intact after the storm.

Rich remains on call with the city of Tulia as needed for any addi-
tional engineering services that crop up as the city undergoes the 
slow rebuilding process. In time, with the assistance of relief orga-
nizations and concerned communities and companies like Oller, Tu-
lia will be able to overcome the wreckage left by the April tornado, 
and be restored as a thriving place in the Panhandle.

SCADA stands for Supervisory Control and 
Data Acquisition. SCADA systems are typi-
cally used to perform data collection and 
control at the supervisory level and usually 
refer to a central system that monitors and 
controls a complete site or a system spread 
out over a long distance. 

Cities throughout our nation have found 
the convenience and importance of having 
solid, controlled monitoring and data collec-
tion systems on their major utilities.

Numerous cities throughout the Panhandle 
have begun the process of adding and/or 
upgrading their systems from previous ana-

log types to more current digital systems.

These digital systems incorporate the moni-
toring and control of tank levels, pumps 
(running or not), flow measurements, valves 
(open and closed) and pressure. With the 
necessary security measures required by 
all water providers today, security can be 
added to the SCADA as well. (The American 
Water Works Association, or the AWWA, 
published a workbook for determining the 
level of security required for your systems.)

OEI has developed minimum standards for 
all municipal water systems to increase 
their security. These standards were listed 

on our web site for several 
months following the tragedy of 
9.11.01. OEI takes water system security 
very seriously and has teamed up with vari-
ous SCADA manufacturers to develop more 
functional system packages for security 
installation in existing water systems.

We are so serious about the benefits 
provided by the new SCADA systems that 
we have staff on hand devoted specifically 
to delivering the expertise required in the 
design of these systems. Give Oller Engi-
neering a call at 806.748.5700 to learn more 
about SCADA systems.

SPOTLIGHT ON SCADA Systems

TULIA DISASTER RELIEF PUTTING THE PIECES 
BACK TOGETHER:

Anyone wishing to 
make a donation to sup-

port the Salvation Army’s disaster 
relief efforts may do so by calling 

1-800-SAL-ARMY or by visiting www.
salvationarmyusa.org. Or anyone wishing to 
contribute to the Texas Panhandle Chapter 

of the American Red Cross can call 806-
376-6309 or mail donations to Ameri-

can Red Cross; 1800 S. Harrison; 
Amarillo, TX  79102.



We’re always looking at ways to provide you with the best services 
available. Email abby@oeihq.com, and title the subject line “Newsletter 
Feedback”. Oh, and feel free to add any other suggestions you feel might 
improve the Pipeline. Thanks.

What type of information is valuable to you?
What engineering info would you like to know more about?
What past OEI articles interested you most?
Who else might enjoy receiving our newsletter?

CHECK US OUT ONLINE! 
Don’t forget that you can always get all the latest news online at 
ollerengineering.com. Browse previous newsletters, check for 
employment opportunities and take note of our extensive services. See 
where we’ve been and where we’re going. We’ve got it all...fast and user-
friendly. Log on, and see what’s new.

EMAIL US YOUR FEEDBACK...

THE DIRT ON THE TAHOKA LANDFILL CONT’D
Tahoka’s new landfill is special. It is permitted as a 

Type I: Arid Exempt (AE) facility, which is a separate desig-
nation that was applied for and approved for Tahoka based 

on four key items: 1.) the site receives, on average, less than 
20 tons of waste per day; 2.) precipitation at the proposed 

location averages less than 25 inches per year; 3.) 
there are no practical waste management alterna-

tives (this is justified by the extremely long haul 
distance to the nearest regional landfill, and the 

additional cost of an alternative is estimated 
to exceed 1% of the community’s budget 
for all public services) and 4.) there is no 
evidence of existing groundwater contami-
nation from the facility.

As an Arid Exempt facility, the site is no lon-
ger required to install a liner system or install 

and sample groundwater monitoring wells 
around the perimeter of the site. Also, the site 

is limited in the amount of waste it can accept in 
a 365-day period. For all AE sites, this limiting rate 

is less than 20 tons per day or roughly 7,999 tons over 
that yearly span. 

So what goes on in a landfill? The gate house and scales weigh 
each and every vehicle that enters the facility, and a log is kept 

that identifies the exact location where the load was placed based 
on an established 100-foot grid system. Trash in landfills is not 
meant to decompose, but to simply be buried and the methane gas 
and moisture levels be monitored. The goal is that the waste is 
exposed to as little water as possible. Less water in the waste cells 
means less leachate that continues to percolate into the underly-
ing soils. 

Although the landfill was opened in March of this year, Tahoka has 
contracted OEI to continue the permitting process by pursuing an 
amendment to the current permit in which the city will be able to 
receive an additional amount of Type IV waste (construction/demo-
lition debris) equal to less than 20 tons per day on average over 365 
days. The pending permit will better serve Lynn County and allow 
the county to close its existing solid waste transfer station.

Also, it is anticipated that within the next six months a new recy-
cling area for the collection of paper goods, cardboard, bottles, 
plastic, automobile oil and other common recyclables will be 
included in the newly opened facility. 

So the next time you head out to your dumpster, you can now think 
about all the efforts that are made to take that trash a step further 
and keep your water and your 
environment safe. 

PUTTING THE PIECES 
BACK TOGETHER: DID YOU KNOW?

  n There is no limit to the amount of 
times an aluminum can can be recycled. 

  n The average American uses seven trees a 
year in paper, wood and other products made from 
trees. This amounts to about 2,000,000,000 trees 
per year! 

  n The first recycling program was intro-
duced in New York City in the 1890s. The 

city’s first recycling plant was built 
in 1898.

w Recycling one ton of cardboard saves 
over 9 cubic yards of landfill space.

w Every year Americans buy more than 
a billion incandescent light bulbs. That is 
three acres of light bulbs a day.

w An average child will use between 8 
-10,000 disposable diapers ($2,000 worth). 

Each year parents and babysitters dispose 
of about 18 billion of these items.

w Seventy-six percent of Americans consider 
themselves environmentalists. If more people be-
came environmental shoppers, the amount of trash 
could be reduced by as much as 45 percent.

w We throw away 2.5 million plastic bottles every 
hour.

w Every year we make enough plastic film to 
shrink-wrap the state of Texas.

w We throw away enough aluminum cans to re-
build our commercial air fleet every three months.

TRASH TRIVIA

Opened in 
March 2007, the 
Tahoka Landfill 
is estimated to 
save the city 
over $50,000 a 
year in waste 
disposal 
fees.




